
IIOLD FOR RELEASE UNTIL 
PRESEN'rED BY WITNESS 

\ NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  \ 

b e f o r e  t h c  

Committee on A e r o n a u t i c a l  and Space S c i e n c e s  
Un i t ed  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  

M r .  Chairman and Members of t h e  Committee: 

Thank you f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a p p e a r  on b e h a l f  of 

S. 927, which c o v e r s  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n ' s  request f o r  a u t h o r i z a -  

t i o n  of funds  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A e r o n a u t i c s  and Space Admin i s t r a -  

t i o n  f o r  t h e  F i s c a l  Year 1966. The P r e s i d e n t ' s  r e q u e s t  i s  

f o r  a t o t a l  of $ 5 , 2 6 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  w i t h  $4 ,575 ,900 ,000  a l l o c a t e d  

t o  r e s e a r c h  and development:  $609,400,000 a l l o c a t e d  t o  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and $74 ,700 ,000  a l l o c a t e d  t o  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  f a c i l i t i e s .  The a l l o c a t i o n  of $ 4 , 5 7 5 , 9 0 0 , 0 0 0  

t o  r e s e a r c h  and development  i s  $212,306,000 more t h a n  t h e  

funds  approved  f o r  t h e s e  pu rposes  f o r  F i s c a l  Year 1965 and 

$649,900,000 more t h a n  t h e  amounts approved  f o r  F i s c a l  Year 

1964. The funds  r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e  G e m i n i  program show a 

d e c r e a s e  of $66 ,300 ,000  and t h e  funds  r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e  A p o l l o  

p r o j e c t  show an  i n c r e a s e  of  $390,607,000 o v e r  t h e  funds  f o r  

t h e s e  programs f o r  F i s c a l  Year 1965. These i n c r e a s e s  f o r  



Apol lo  w i t h i n  t h e  h u d g c t  t o t a l  a r e  l a r g e l y  made poss ib le  by  

d e c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  f a c i l i t i e s  program from 

$ 2 6 2 , 8 8 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1965 t o  $74 ,700 ,000  i n  1966.  The a rea  of  

s p a c e  s c i e n c e  and a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e s  an  i n c r e a s e  o f  

a b o u t  $47 ,000 ,000  f o r  s p a c e  s c i e n c e  w o r k  and a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  

a b o u t 2 1 . 5 1 n i l . l i o n  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of s p a c e  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  

communica t ions  and w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t  i n y .  T h e r e  i s  an  i n c r e a s e  

of a l m o s t  $7 ,000 ,000  i n  a e r o n a u t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  and  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  

r e l a t e d  t o  i t  t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  NASA c e n t e r s  

and  b y  i n d u s t r y .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  in -house  and ou t -o f -house  

a e r o n a u t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  of NASA a r e  s u p p o r t e d  i n  

t h i s  b u d g e t  by  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  amount ing  t o  some 

$108,000,000. 

P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n ,  i n  h i s  b u d g e t  message ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

t h e  1966 requests a s  r e f l e c t i n g  "ha rd  d e c i s i o n s  and d i f f i c u l t  

c h o i c e s . "  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  "It p r o v i d e s  f o r  what  w e  must  d o ,  

b u t  n o t  f o r  a l l  w e  would l i k e  t o  do . "  
I 

Among t h e  h a r d  d e c i s i o n s  and d i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e s  wh ich  had 

t o  be made i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  b u d g e t  w a s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  

t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  programs t o  develop t h e  M-1 l a r g e  l i q u i d  

hydrogen  f u e l e d  eng ine ,  t h e  l a rge  260- inch  s o l i d  p r o p e l l a n t  

mo to r ,  and t h e  SNAP-8 n u c l e a r  e l e c t r i c  puwer s u p p l y .  The 
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r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  s p a c e  t e c h n o l o g y  a c t i v i t i e s  

amounting t o  a b o u t  $48,000,000,  when compared w i t h  F i s c a l  

Year 1965,  r e s u l t s  m o s t l y  from t h e s e  t e r m i n a t i o n s .  However, 

a s  t h i s  Committee knows, t h e r e  is pend ing  b e f o r e  it 

n o t i f i c a t i o n  of a p l a n  t o  r ep rogram $16 ,950 ,000  of 1965 

funds  s o  t h a t  these  p r o j e c t s  can  be c a r r i e d  forward  i n t o  1966 

t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  deve lopmenta l  p o i n t s  a t  which i m p o r t a n t  

segments  of t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  d a t a  f o r  which t h e  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  

o r i g i n a l l y  p lanned  c a n  be o b t a i n e d  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  

o u r  t o t a l  bank of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and e n g i n e e r i n g  knowledge. i 
From an  o v e r a l l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e  F i s c a l  Year 1966 Budget 

s u b m i t t e d  by  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  

l e v e l l i n g - o f f  of  t h e  NASA program a t  t h e  f i v e  and a q u a r t e r  

b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  l e v e l  approved b y  t h e  Congress  i n  F i s c a l  Year 

1965,  which  i n  t u r n  fo l lowed  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of  $600,000,000 

from t h e  5 .71  b i l l i o n  recommended by  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy f o r  

F i s c a l  Year 1964. I n  t h i s  b u d g e t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  a c c e p t e d  

t h i s  l e v e l  a s  more a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  t h a n  t h e  h i g h e r  

l e v e l  recommended l a s t  y e a r  and i n  1964. T h i s  i s  i n  r e c o g n i -  

t i o n  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  NASA o p e r a t i n g  p l a n  h a s  n e c e s s a r i l y  

been a d j u s t e d  t o  the a c t u a l  l e v e l  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for F i s c a l  

Years  1964 and 1965. These f u n d s  a re  now p r o v i d i n g  a s t e a d y  

s t r e a m  of sys t ems  and components f l o w i n g  from a r a p i d l y  



. 4 

f i l l i n g  p i p e l i n e  i n t o  a n  e x t e n s i v e  t e s t i n g  e f f o r t  u n d e r  

c o n d i t i o n s  wh ich  s i m u l a t e  t h e  space env i ronmen t .  Our t e s t i n g  

e f f o r t  w i l l  u t i l i z e  t h e  l a r g e  complex of f a c i l i t i e s  wh ich  have  

b e e n  b r o u g h t  i n t o  b e i n g  t h r o u g h  o u r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  f a c i l i t i e s  

programs o v e r  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  The r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  

t h i s  t e s t i n g  program,  t h e  c a r e f u l  measurement  of  t h e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  of t hese  l a r g e  and complex s y s t e m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

d e s i g n  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 

t h e  c a u s e s  of any  d e v i a t i o n s  and t h e  f e e d i n g  of  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  

i n t o  a p r o c e s s  w h i c h  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  l i n e s  

for t h e  f l i g h t  equ ipmen t ,  now f o r m i n g ,  w i l l  d e l i v e r  i n  a n o t h e r  

y e a r  or  two t h e  k i n d  of r e l i a b l e  f l i g h t  ha rdware  w e  need 

c a n  h a r d l y  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a b e t t e r  a d j e c t i v e  t h a n  

"mass ive .  It The P r e s i d e n t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  e n t i r e  NASA r e q u e s t  

f o r  t h e  f u n d s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of s u p p o r t i n g  r e s e a r c h  t e c h n o l o g y  

and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  t e s t i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  The 

i n c r e a s e  of  $390,607,000 i n  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  A p o l l o  program is  

i n d i c a t i v e  of  h i s  s t r o n g  d e s i r e ,  even  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  of  

a l i m i t e d  b u d g e t ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  w e  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  

w e  have  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  lunar l a n d i n g  and explora t ion  w i t h  

men w i t h i n  t h i s  decade. The marg in  of i n s u r a n c e  b u i l t  i n t o  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  program h a s  l a r g e l y  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  

s t i l l  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  u n d e r  t h i s  b u d g e t  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  

o b j e c t i v e .  
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The i m p l i c a t i o n s  wh ich  w i l l  f l o w  f rom t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  

of t h e  ground t e s t i n g  program, wh ich  r e q u i r e s  s u c h  a l a r g e  

p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  Apo l lo  p r o j e c t  f o r  F i s c a l  

Year 1966, may be i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  132 A t l a s e s  

had been  f lown b e f o r e  J o h n  Glenn t o o k  o f f  i n t o  space on a n  

A t l a s .  F o r t y  T i t a n  11's have  b e e n  f lown a s  of  t o d a y  and g i v e  

u s  some s t a t i s t i c a l  bas i s  f o r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  of  

t h e  f l i g h t  wh ich  w e  expect t o  l a u n c h  tomorrow, c a r r y i n g  

A s t r o n a u t s  G r i s s o m  and  Young. But  i n  t h e  c a s e  of: t h e  S a t u r n  I - B ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  be n o  s t a t i s t i c a l  bas i s  i n  t e r m s  of  comple t ed  

f l i g h t s .  Men w i l l  f l y  on t h e  t h i r d  or f o u r t h  f l i g h t  and t h e  

same w i l l  be t r u e  f o r  t h e  much l a r g e r  and more complex 

S a t u r n  V. The s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  accumula t ed  e x p e r i e n c e  and 

f l i g h t  t e s t i n g ,  t h a t  was a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  of A t l a s  and 

T i t a n ,  i s  t h e  u s e ,  f rom t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  of a c a r e f u l l y  

c o n t r o l l e d  d e s i g n ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and t e s t i n g  s y s t e m  u n d e r  wh ich  

a l l  components  and a l l  s y s t e m s  a r e  a s  f u l l y  t e s t e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  

u n d e r  s i m u l a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  c a r e f u l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

c o n t r o l  of  e v e r y  change  needed  and  compute r  s torage o f  a l l  

d a t a  requi red  t o  apply  judgment a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t s  of 

d e c i s i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  l a u n c h e s .  For anyone  who t h i n k s  

t h i s  i s  n o t  a g r a v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  l e t  m e  p o i n t  o u t  two 

f a c t s :  F i r s t ,  t h e  amount o f  e n e r g y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r o p e l l a n t  
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aboa rd  t h e  S a t u r n  V Apollo-LEM s y s t e m  w i l l  be 100 t i m e s  t h e  

amount which  p rov ided  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  f i r e b a l l  which  emanated 

from t h e  e x p l o d i n g  and b u r n i n g  A t l a s - C e n t a u r  a few d a y s  ago. 

Second,  w i t h  someth ing  l i k e  50 thousand i t e m s  t o  be checked 

and r echecked  b e f o r e  l a u n c h  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S a t u r n  V 

Apollo-LEM c o m b i n a t i o n ,  t h i s  must be accompl ished  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

w i t h  no  human b e i n g  n e a r e r  t h a n  2 m i l e s ,  e x c e p t  t h e  t h r e e  men 

r i d i n g  i n  t h e  n o s e  of t h e  r o c k e t .  

A s  I a d v i s e d  t h i s  Committee d u r i n g  o u r  p o s t u r e  h e a r i n g s ,  

t h e  NASA s y s t e m  of management h a s  e f f i c i e n t l y  m o b i l i z e d  f o r  

r e s e a r c h  and development  i n  a e r o n a u t i c s  and s p a c e  some 

400,000 men and women and is u t i l i z i n g  some 20 ,000  i n d u s t r i a l  

companies  u n d e r  prime and s u b c o n t r a c t  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  W e  a r e  

h a n d l i n g  a b o u t  250,000 procurement  a c t i o n s  p e r  y e a r  and o v e r  

150 u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  

and t r a i n i n g  programs r e q u i r e d  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  o u t - i n - f r o n t  

problems o v e r  t h e  l a r g e s t  number of a b l e  minds unde r  c o n d i t i o n s  

conduc ive  t o  a c h i e v i n g  a s  r a p i d  p r o g r e s s  as p o s s i b l e  towards  

s o l u  t i on. 

The o p e r a t i n g  p l a n  on which  t h i s  b u d g e t  i s  based i n v o l v e s  

t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  beyond 1966 a t  a b o u t  t h e  f i v e  and a q u a r t e r  

b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  l e v e l  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r  o r  two, t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  
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d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  s u c c e s s  w e  have  i n  o u r  m a s s i v e  t e s t i n g  program 

and i n  t h e  p r o o f  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  f l i g h t  tes ts  

of  t h e  S a t u r n  I - B  and t h e  S a t u r n  V. Our work t o  d a t e  g i v e s  

u s  somewhat more c o n f i d e n c e  t h a n  w e  had a y e a r  ago t h a t  a t  

t h i s  l e v e l  w e  c a n  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  m i s s i o n s  wh ich  w e r e  p l a n n e d  

i n  1961 ,  b u t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k e e p  i n  mind t h e  c a u t i o n  t h a t  

w e  a r e  j u s t  now r e a d y  t o  f i n d  o u t  haw men c a n  l i v e ,  work,  r e m a i n  

e f f i c i e n t ,  and make i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h e  h a r s h  

e n v i r o n m e n t  of  s p a c e  f o r  more e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d s  t h a n  i n  t h e  

Mercury program. S t a t e m e n t s  of  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  w e  f e e l  t o d a y  

w i l l  mean l i t t l e  i f  t h e  Gemini -Ti tan  f l i g h t  s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t  

t u r n  i n  t h e  p r e d i c t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e  t o m o r r o w .  And i f  t h i s  f l i g h t  

s y s t e m  f u n c t i o n s  p e r f e c t l y  and g i v e s  u s  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  per iods 

u p  t o  2 weeks w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  w e  s t i l l  must  a w a i t  t h a t  

e x p e r i e n c e  t o  have  a f i r m  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  b a s i n g  o u r  f u t u r e  

a c t i v i t i e s .  Our p r e s e n t  p l a n s  a r e  b a s e d  on t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  

t h a t  w e i g h t l e s s n e s s  f o r  r e l a t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  p e r i o d s  w i l l  n o t  

harm or d e g r a d e  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of  a n  a s t r o n a u t .  Wi th  a l l  

o u r  c a r e f u l  work ,  f rom w h i c h  w e  c a n  s a y  w e  have  deve loped  

i n c r e a s e d  c o n f i d e n c e ,  t h e  unknown s t i l l  looms l a r q e  and t h e  

r i s k s  i n  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  r o c k e t  t h a t  D r .  Dryden h a s  c a l l e d  

" n o t  a p e r f e c t e d  d e v i c e "  are  s t i l l  l a r g e  and s h o u l d  n o t  be 

minimized .  
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A p a r t  of t h e  h a r d  c h o i c e s  i n  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  

wh ich  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  s t a t e d  u n d e r l i e  t h i s  b u d g e t  r e l a t e s  

t o  t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  w e  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  w e  c o u l d  b r i n g  i n t o  b e i n g  

on a t i m e  s c a l e  t o  f i t  i n  b e h i n d  t h e  p e r i o d s  f o r  wh ich  t h e  

c u r r e n t  programs w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  l e v e l  of f i v e  and a q u a r t e r  

b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

Fo r  a l l  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  of a e r o n a u t i c s  and 

space, it is  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Johnson h a s  

i n c l u d e d  i n  h i s  request f u n d s  t o  i n i t i a t e  more d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s  

of t h e  Ear th-Sun r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h r o u g h  a n  Advanced O r b i t i n g  

S o l a r  O b s e r v a t o r y ,  and h a s  i n c l u d e d  f u n d s  t o  d o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

p l a n n i n g  t o  e n a b l e  c o n t r a c t s  t o  be l e t  u n d e r  t h e  1967 b u d g e t  

f o r  a Voyager m i s s i o n  t o  Mars i n  1971.  H e  h a s  i n c l u d e d  

f u n d s  f o r  s t u d i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  Apollo-LEM 

c o m b i n a t i o n ,  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  S a t u r n  I - B  and t h e  S a t u r n  V, i n  

t h e  period f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l u n a r  l a n d i n g  and t h e  deve lopment  

of t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  operate  w i t h  t h e s e  equ ipmen t s  w i t h  man 

o u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Moon. H e  h a s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  f u n d s  f o r  

c o n t i n u e d  advanced  a e r o n a u t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on p r o p u l s i o n  s y s t e m s  

t h a t  w i l l  be needed  for l a rge  supersonic  a i r c r a f t  engines  

and f o r  r e s e a r c h  tes ts  of h y p e r s o n i c  p r o p u l s i o n  u p  t o  a Mach 

number of 8. Funds a re  i n c l u d e d  f o r  j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r  

wh ich  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e  and  NASA w i l l  work t o g e t h e r  
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t o  l e a r n  w h a t  w e  b o t h  need t o  knaw from t h e  l a r g e  s u p e r s o n i c  

B-70  models  now a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f l i g h t s  t o  complete t h e  

e n v e l o p e  of knowledge needed  b y  b o t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e s  

and NASA. The F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  Agency i s  k e p t  c l o s e l y  and 

c o n t i n u o u s l y  in fo rmed  of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

I n  summary, M r .  Chairman,  t h e  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  NASA 

i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  have  l a i d  a f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  p reeminence  i n  

space -- t h r o u g h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  e f f o r t s  of o u t s t a n d i n g  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  and s c i e n t i f i c  and e n g i n e e r i n g  

teams a t  a large number of  u n i v e r s i t i e s :  t h r o u g h  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  

of  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  i n d u s t r y  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  

l a r g e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  advanced  r e s e a r c h  and  development :  and 

t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d - u p  of s u f f i c i e n t  i n -house  s c i e n t i f i c ,  t e c h n i c a l  

and m a n a g e r i a l  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  p l a n ,  manage and s u p e r v i s e  t h e  

program. The management o f  many NASA-funded c o n t r a c t s  by  t h e  

Depar tment  of  Defense ,  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  l a r g e  segmen t s  of  o u r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  f a c i l i t i e s  b y  t h e  Corps of  E n g i n e e r s ,  t h e  

a s s i g n m e n t  t o  NASA o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  project  l e a d e r s  and o t h e r  

s p e c i a l i s t s  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  services, t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  of  

s e a s o n e d  execut ives  f rom i n d u s t r y  f o r  important  management 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of many other  government  

a g e n c i e s  r u n n i n g  a l l  t h e  way from t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Weather  

Bureau t o  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  Commission have  b u i l t  a f o u n d a t i o n  
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of f o r m i d a b l e  a e r o n a u t i c a l  and space c a p a b i l i t y .  

requested f o r  F i s c a l  Year 1966 w i l l  c o n t i n u e  and  p e r f e c t  t h i s  

p a t t e r n  for t h e  development  of n a t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and 

s c i e n t i f i c  power. 

The f u n d s  

I n  s p i t e  of w h a t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be s a i d  b y  some c r i t i c s  of 

t h e  program, t h i s  i s  n o t  a c r a s h  e f f o r t  and  i t  is  e f f i c i e n t l y  

c o n d u c t e d .  It  i s  g i v i n g  u s  t h e  a b i l i t y ,  a s  a n a t i o n ,  t o  have  

a s a y  i n  t h e  b ig  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  a f f e c t  u s  b u t  

w h i c h  w i l l  have  a l a r g e  p a r t  i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  env i ronmen t  

w i t h i n  wh ich  o ther  n a t i o n s  must  w o r k  o u t  t h e i r  own d e s t i n i e s .  

It is ,  i n  my f i r m  v iew,  d e n y i n g  t h e  U S S R  many of t h e  o p t i o n s  

and  b e n e f i t s  wh ich  t h a t  n a t i o n  expected t o  o b t a i n  f rom i t s  

l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  space. 

Because  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  made s o  many hard  c h o i c e s ,  

b e l i e v e  your  own choice i n  c o n c l u d i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  program 

w i l l  be easier t h a n  p e r h a p s  it has b e e n  i n  p a s t  y e a r s .  

I 

Thank you v e r y  much. 


